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’m so ashamed,” she said
and hung her head. The
letter from her home-
B owners

which arrived the third week of
January, said her holiday decora-
tions had been up too long. Her
HOA covenants stated that all hol-
iday decorations had to be re-
moved within 21 days of the holi-

day, or the homeowner would be’

fined. “These weren’t Santas and
sleighs,” she said, “but wreaths and
lighted deer. T thought they were
seasonal.”

The women at the lunch table
could relate. Whether for hanging
beach towels on deck railing, not
mowing the lawn for three weeks
or driving 39 in a 35, we had all felt.
the wrath of the HOA. She took
the seasonal decor down pronto
lest she be dragged into the public
square, tarred and feathered.

According to the Community
Associations Instituie (CAI), more
than 57 million Americans, about
onein five, liveina community as-
sociation. Many like the fact that

HOA boards enforce rules that

govern how houses and yards
should look. These boards consist
of highly talkative, law-abiding
citizens, who have a high tolerance

_ association, -

MARNI JAMESON

marni@marnijameson.com

for minutiae and can debate the

height of a fence for days. 1 know;

my husband serves on the board of
ours. o
When the community elected

him, first thing he said to me was:

“This means you have to behave!”

“I do behave. Just not always
well.”

“You have to be better than the
rules.”

“Even the stupid ones?”

At their best, HOAs make sure

~ no one paints his house char-

treuse, parks his pickup on the
lawn, hangs unmentionables out-
side on a clothesline, puts up a
chicken-wire dog run or plants
Emmﬂn flamingos beside a Virgin
Mary statue.

Frank Rathbun, spokesman for

-the Alexandria, Va.-based CAI, put

it more elegantly: “HOAs strive to
protect all against the whims of a

owners said it was merely a §mw
for holiday peace,
on this committee

dbetter use

‘their time crocheting blankets mﬁ

army tanks.

A couple in my ne mr_uoH_uoom
recently had mpmm&mwgm planre-
buffed because our HO -opposes
“light pollution.” Edq light stron-
ger than, say, a nice smile @E_gmm
as too much outdoor ﬁmr hich
threatens the Eﬁﬁ.& HEHW Emnw.

ways report the u_m.um wrecks, but
not the planes that land m&.mga
says Mr. Rathbun, True, Most peo-
ple who live in mmmoo_mﬂonm like
them. Ina 20055 mE.<m% of associa-
tion residents v% Nom_u% HE@EN.
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Like chartreuse, n ot fof all

. Restnctlons and read them By
: -buymg a home governed by, an as- -
sociation; you agree to comply
.Understand the architectural and
landscape guidelines and restric-
tions, These likely control paint
colors, addltlons, decks, patios
and landscapmg Know the rules
_governing  pets,. flags, satellite
dishes, ontdoor antennas, fences,
sthieslines, parking, quiet ‘hours
'andhohdaydecoratlons )
BTk to residents. Find out,
\af, issues are brewing between
the HOA and homeowners.  Walk
“the nélghborhood See how well
ru]es argenforced.
" M Find outhowmuch dues are,
: they :cover, how often they
crease and by how much.
" Askwhat money reserves the com-
" munity has for major repairs. .
k whether board meetings

‘©open to tesidents. C

“Knowwhen an association isn t




