
Retreat at Firewheel 
3rd Quarter HOA Board Meeting 
Thursday, September 27, 2007 

 
Firewheel Swim & Recreation Clubhouse 

 
Board Members in Attendance: Henry Hammons, President 
     Bill Persefield, Vice President 
     Kathie Burkhalter, Treasurer 
     Becky Higgins – appointed Secretary 
 
The meeting was called to Order at 6:35 by Henry who welcomed and thanked all guests 
for their attendance.   
 
Doug Athus, Garland City Councilman for District 1 attended the meeting to give the 
residents an update on what is going on in Garland and what to look forward to in the 
future.   
 
Garland, he reported, is 5 – 7 years from build out.  Residential values have not gone up 
in the last three years.  New construction has been carrying Garland.  The Firewheel 
Town Center is almost 100% built out.  The new staff for the City of Garland is ready 
and willing to do new things for the city.  Garland is not making any money on the red 
light cameras.  This shows that the cameras are working.   
 
In District 1 there is a new Hyatt Hotel being built across from the event center (next to 
Naaman High School).  Three restaurants, including a IHOP are being built. Red Lobster 
has put their property up for sale.  November 16, Best Buy will be opening.  Also coming 
are Petco, AT&T, Half-Price Books, a pizza restaurant and some other small businesses.   
 
Doug reported that he investigated and found a map indicating that all the property 
behind the fences on Black Walnut belongs to the HOA in Richardson.  So, Black Walnut 
residents are not responsible for the upkeep on this property. 
 
Doug spent time answering questions for anyone who had them.  Before he left, Doug 
gave everyone a business card with his email address:  dathas@ci.garland.tx.us.  His web 
site is www.douglasathas.net.   
 
Kathie gave a Treasurer’s Report indicating that we have spent approximately $21,000 
this year.  $10,000 has been set aside as an emergency fund for future use.  A fund of 
$6,000 has been set aside for the gate.  Each month, the expenditures are approximately 
$3,800 for utilities/lawn maintenance/Excel and other expenses.  Kathie anticipates the 
Treasury will be more manageable next year. 
 
The Grounds and Maintenance Committee was represented by Vickie Shine and Al 
Navarro with a report on the grant package they have submitted to the City of Garland.  
The total package is $118,000.  The money will cover trees, flowerbeds, stone signage, 
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relandscaping the front entry, and a sprinkler system on Campbell Road.  Inside the gate, 
the proposal is for a gazebo in the green space, take down the dead trees, put in new trees, 
stamped concrete path from Covewood to the Gazebo, a fireplace and grills.  The 
proposal was submitted in two phases.  The grant money is awarded sometime in 
October.  Volunteers will be called upon to help work because part of the grant indicates 
that man-hours need to be submitted.   
 
Special thanks go out to the Committee for all the hard work they have put into the 
maintenance and the grant proposal.   
 
Mike Burkhalter represented the Communications Committee with an update on the 
website.  More and more information is added to the website all the time.  The 
Committee thinks they are making it more user-friendly and more informative for the 
residents.  He suggests you all check it out and send any suggestions to be considered.  
The website is www.retreatatfirewheel.com.   
 
Special thanks were also given to the Communications Committee. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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